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Geneticization of race 
& health

�� First raceFirst race--based medicinebased medicine
---- BiDil for African BiDil for African 
American heart diseaseAmerican heart disease

�� GeneticizationGeneticization of healthof health
disparities anddisparities and
racerace
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� Geneticization of family ties
� Geneticization of health disparities
� Geneticization/technological fixes for 

social/environmental problems
� Increasing use of genetics to explain/justify 

differences: 
� Intelligence

� Sexuality

� Race
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� Pro-active agenda setting
� Work cross-movements: women, people of 

color, LGBTQ, disability, health
� Ensure that basic social justice/progressive 

values at the core of this agenda -- equity, 
health & safety, inclusion, democracy, 
human rights

� Prevent potential eugenic outcomes
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