
Genetics and Justice: 
The Science, Politics and Policy of the 

New Genetic and Reproductive Technologies
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Eugenics

�� ““Improving human genetic qualitiesImproving human genetic qualities””

�� Convergence of science, technology, and Convergence of science, technology, and 
ideology: to selectively ideology: to selectively ““breedbreed”” the human the human 
populationpopulation

�� Historically proHistorically pro--science and proscience and pro--modernitymodernity



Increase preIncrease pre--
implantation implantation 
diagnosis & diagnosis & 
screeningscreening

Reproductive Reproductive 
cloningcloning

Inheritable genetic Inheritable genetic 
modificationmodification

““Designer babiesDesigner babies””

ImmigrationImmigration

Sex selectionSex selection

Embryo screening Embryo screening 

Selective abortionSelective abortion

Gamete donor Gamete donor 
selectionselection

Dangerous Dangerous 
contraceptivescontraceptives

Restrictive Restrictive 
immigrationimmigration

““FamilyFamily”” eugenicseugenics

SterilizationSterilization

GenocideGenocide

SegregationSegregation

Restrictive Restrictive 
immigrationimmigration

Forced abortion Forced abortion 

InfanticideInfanticide

Dangerous Dangerous 
contraceptives contraceptives 

FutureFuturePresentPresentPastPast
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Privatized Market 
Eugenics

�� MarketMarket--driven race to select or driven race to select or ““enhanceenhance”” genesgenes

�� Parents could feel compelled to select childParents could feel compelled to select child’’s s 
characteristicscharacteristics

�� Criteria for Criteria for ““goodgood”” traits to select would reflect traits to select would reflect 
particular social biases particular social biases 
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