Genetics And Justice:
The Impact Of Sex Selection In
Asian Pacific American (APA) Communities

Emily Galpern, MPH
Center for Genetics and Society

November 6, 2006
American Public Health Association Annual Meeting
Boston, MA




Outline

Context

New and emerging genetic and repreductive technoelegies
Human rights and! repreductive justice perspectives

Sex selection
Technologies
Marketing
Concerns and challenges
Policies
Call to action




Context:
New and emerglng

Assisted Reproductive Technologies (ART)

Selection technologies: often used with ART

Embryonic stem cell research: different types
Inheritable genetic modification: designer babies

Geneticizatiorfi health disparities




Human rights and
reproductive justice
perspectives

Technologies are:

Developing without critical dialogue no organized social
justice, womeis health, or repreductive rights perspective

Impacting all ofi eur communitiesacress race, class, sexual
orientation, geography

Market driven— commercialization of science & health

Developing in a secial, political, economic and ideological
context of iIneguality: and discrimination

Part ofi a search for technoelogical fixes for social &
envirenmental problems




Asian Women Uniguely
Situated

Consumers of technologies
Pressures for children and family formation
Pressures for perfection and competition

Target of marketing and practices
Sex selection
Demand for Asian Womes eggs for fertility treatments

Internationall intersections
Reproductive tourism
Economic development/markets in Asia




|. Sex Selection
Technologies

I. Pre-pregnancy.
methods (used with In
Vitro fertilization):

Sperm Sorting

Preimplantatiorgenetic
diagnosis (PGD)




Sperm Sorting

Ad for Microsort®) in
NY Timesand irflight

magazines




Pre-implantation genetic
diagnosis (PGD)

Using in vitre fertilization, eggs are fertilized
At day 3 (8 cells) a cell Is extracted for testing
Only selected embryes implantead

No genes or embryos are modified




ll. Sex Selection
Technologies

ll. Methods durng pregnancy:

Ultrasound

At-heme” gender determination Kits

- Analyze mothéss bleod to determine
sex of bahby

Termination of pregnancy. via aboertion




Baby Gender Mentor

Tests maternal blood at 5
weeks to determine fetal
Sex

Claims 99.9% accuracy.

Costs: $275 for kit and
DNA analysis

Results given via internet
1-2 days later

Consumer fraud case




Sex selection in APA
communities

“| felt such pressure to have a boy. | dalescribe
to you hoew afraid | was that my motharlaw
would have me deported ifi | did net have a son. Sac
lwent ahead to one of these centers and had It
done. | do think this Is going to lead te moere abus

of women,, because these technologies are now.
availlable. People will say, well; youican go and
get this done and have a son. SO Why WioL 7
~Aparna(name changed), age 28

~ Interviewed by Sunita Purl, UC Berkeley




Results of Sex Selection In
India, China, and Korea

India: 927 females to 1000 males (2001)
766 females Inisome districts
2 child norm

Korea: 862 females to 1000 males (1990)

China: 833 females to 1000 males (2004)
1 child policy.




Marketing Of Sex
Determination to South
Asians in the U.S.

-“Desire a Son?” Advertisements limdia Abroad
offering male-specific selection

- Advertisements in South Asian languages, specifically

Punjabi

- Guarantees in advertisements that providers speak
South Asian languages (such as Hindi and Punjabi)

- Use of images containing “South Asian-looking”
people




Ad for MicroSort in
India Currents




“Mainstream” Marketing
Of Sex Determination
In the U.S.

“Pink or Blue?” and*“ Family Fun”

“Balby Gender Mentor. For the Woman Who
Can't Wait to Open Her Christmas Presents:

“Knowing the gender of your uniborn baky helps
prepare for your bal\s birth: you can decorate the
nUrserny, choeose your balsyname, and make geneer
Specific purchases durng yeur pregnaricy.

“Family Balancing” and “Gender Varety”




Concerns about sex
selection

Reinforces gender essentialism
Contributes to sex discrmination

Commodification ofi children

Slippery slope toward selection ofi other
features; prmalizes selectiorn and
“desigri ofi children: what next?




Concerns (cont.)

Normalizes son preference and tipsactice of Sex
selection in South Asian communities

Increases risk fior prand pospartum abuse

Strengthens patriarchal practices and power
Imbalance between men and wemen

Increases risk for neglect and albuse ofi girls

Elimination of increasing number of girls from APA
communities




Challenges

Redefining meaning cicheice’ with regard to Sex
selection

Raising| awareness about coercion areund repreductive
matters

Preventing sex selection witheut threatening abortion
rights

Seeing sex selection practices within larger context of new
repreductive and genetic technologies




International Policies

Countries that permit sex selection only for
“medical reasorisout prohibit it for“cultural

rieasons, - family balancing or any other
PUrpPOSE:

Australia, Canada, China, Denmark, France,
Germany, India, Japan, the Netherlands, Norway,
South Africa, Spain, Switzerland, United Kingdem




U.S. Policies

No regulation; of sex selection either pre
conception, prgpregnancy, or during pregnancy

American Society of Reproductive Medicine
(ASRM) has voluntaryregulatiori of PGD and
Microsort




Call to Action

Use human rights and repreductive justice frameworks for
advecacy agenda

While protecting womeis right to abortion, develop
regulation for selection technologies

Ban the marketing and promotion of sex selection
technologies

\Work to end supply and demand for sex selection
technologies

Promote better community understanding of dynamics of
male child preferences




