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�� It is our mission to encourage responsible uses It is our mission to encourage responsible uses 
and effective governance of the new human and effective governance of the new human 
genetic and reproductive technologies.genetic and reproductive technologies.

�� We are ProWe are Pro--Science AND ProScience AND Pro--RegulationRegulation

�� We adhere to a human rights frameworkWe adhere to a human rights framework
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�� Emerging genetic and reproductive technologies Emerging genetic and reproductive technologies 
have the ability to:have the ability to:
�� Commodify Bodies of ColorCommodify Bodies of Color

�� Geneticize DiseaseGeneticize Disease

�� Deepen Health DisparitiesDeepen Health Disparities

�� ReRe--ifyify RaceRace
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�� Tests maternal blood at Tests maternal blood at 
5 weeks to determine 5 weeks to determine 
fetal sexfetal sex

�� Claims 99.9% accuracyClaims 99.9% accuracy

�� Costs: $275 for kit and Costs: $275 for kit and 
DNA analysisDNA analysis

�� Results given via Results given via 
internet 1internet 1--2 days later2 days later
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�� Greater Health Risks to Greater Health Risks to 
Mother and ChildMother and Child

�� ““ Selective ReductionSelective Reduction””
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What does this What does this 

technology technology 

mean for mean for 

People of color?People of color?
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The Auction BlockThe Auction Block
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The The 

Fugitive Fugitive 

Slave ActSlave Act
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Genetic Technology Genetic Technology 

in the Context in the Context 

of a of a 

Racially Stratified SocietyRacially Stratified Society
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Assisted Assisted 
Reproductive Reproductive 
TechnologyTechnology

and risk of and risk of 
women of color women of color 

being being 
CommodifiedCommodified
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Eggs and sperm of white, blondEggs and sperm of white, blond--haired, bluehaired, blue--
eyed, ivy league coeds is highly valuedeyed, ivy league coeds is highly valued
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““ Park avenue Park avenue 
fertility fertility 
clinicclinic’’ s s 
blunder blunder 

that left a that left a 
family family 

devastateddevastated””
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Bodies of color Bodies of color 
disproportionately Imprisoneddisproportionately Imprisoned
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The Prison The Prison 
Industrial Industrial 

Complex and Complex and 
Genetic Genetic 

TechnologyTechnology
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DNADNA

DragnetsDragnets
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�� Los Angeles, CA 1999:  LAPD sought DNA Los Angeles, CA 1999:  LAPD sought DNA 
samples from 186 individualssamples from 186 individuals

�� Costa Mesa, CA 1988:  Police obtained DNA Costa Mesa, CA 1988:  Police obtained DNA 
from 113 individualsfrom 113 individuals

�� San Diego, CA 1990:  Police tested 800 African San Diego, CA 1990:  Police tested 800 African 
American malesAmerican males

�� WitchitaWitchita, KS 1987:  Police , KS 1987:  Police ““ secretlysecretly”” test more test more 
than 200 men who were on a police suspect list.than 200 men who were on a police suspect list.
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Being approached by a police Being approached by a police 
officer and asked to give a officer and asked to give a 
‘‘ voluntaryvoluntary’’ DNA sample could DNA sample could 
lead a reasonable person to lead a reasonable person to 
believe that he has no choice but believe that he has no choice but 
to consent to the request.to consent to the request.
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�� Violation against selfViolation against self--incrimination if:incrimination if:
�� Police use coercion to obtain the sample;Police use coercion to obtain the sample;

�� The use of unreliable witness descriptions to initiate The use of unreliable witness descriptions to initiate 
dragnets;dragnets;

�� The formation of DNA databanks to containing the The formation of DNA databanks to containing the 
samples of exonerated individuals samples of exonerated individuals 

�� The practice of racial profiling when dragnets target The practice of racial profiling when dragnets target 
one specific groupone specific group
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THE THE 

INNOCENCE INNOCENCE 

PROJECTPROJECT
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Genetic Technologies Genetic Technologies 

have the have the 

ability to ability to 

deepen deepen 

health disparitieshealth disparities
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Modern MedicineModern Medicine’’ s s 

move to move to 

Geneticize Geneticize 

RaceRace
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modern medicine modern medicine 
searches for the searches for the 

biologic biologic 
explanations of explanations of 
racial disparities racial disparities 

in diseasein disease
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Race does matter:  The Michael Race does matter:  The Michael 
KlagKlag Study confirms the impact Study confirms the impact 
of social determinants on oneof social determinants on one’’ s s 

healthhealth
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EnvironmentalEnvironmental

RacismRacism
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Financing Research Financing Research 

in in 

Genetic Technology Genetic Technology 

to improve to improve 

health outcomeshealth outcomes
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