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�� It is our mission to encourage responsible uses It is our mission to encourage responsible uses 
and effective governance of the new human and effective governance of the new human 
genetic and reproductive technologies.genetic and reproductive technologies.

�� We are ProWe are Pro--Science AND ProScience AND Pro--RegulationRegulation

�� We adhere to a human rights frameworkWe adhere to a human rights framework
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Emerging genetic and reproductive Emerging genetic and reproductive 
technologies have the ability to:technologies have the ability to:

Commodify Bodies of ColorCommodify Bodies of Color

AndAnd

Lead to a New, Private Eugenics Lead to a New, Private Eugenics 
MovementMovement
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EUGENICS, What is it?EUGENICS, What is it?
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Eugenics is a social philosophy Eugenics is a social philosophy 
that seeks to improve the human that seeks to improve the human 

race through direct, human race through direct, human 
intervention, or intervention, or 
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FITTER FITTER 
FAMILIES FAMILIES 

FOR FOR 
FUTURE FUTURE 

FIRESIDESFIRESIDES
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Charles Charles 
DavenportDavenport

AndAnd

Madison GrantMadison Grant
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Teddy RooseveltTeddy Roosevelt

Oliver W. HolmesOliver W. Holmes
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�� The Supreme Court rules The Supreme Court rules 
that forced sterilization that forced sterilization 
of individuals is of individuals is 
constitutional.constitutional.

�� Oliver Wendell Holmes Oliver Wendell Holmes 
in in Buck v. Bell:Buck v. Bell:““ Three Three 
generations of imbeciles generations of imbeciles 
are enoughare enough““
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This is Now:This is Now:

Genetic Technologies and Genetic Technologies and 
NeoliberalismNeoliberalism
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�� Emerging genetic and reproductive technologies Emerging genetic and reproductive technologies 
have the ability to:have the ability to:
�� Commodify BodiesCommodify Bodies

�� Deepen the divide between the Affluent and the Deepen the divide between the Affluent and the 
LowLow--Income Individuals Access to Reproductive Income Individuals Access to Reproductive 
TechnologyTechnology
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�� Tests maternal blood at Tests maternal blood at 
5 weeks to determine 5 weeks to determine 
fetal sexfetal sex

�� Claims 99.9% accuracyClaims 99.9% accuracy

�� Costs: $275 for kit and Costs: $275 for kit and 
DNA analysisDNA analysis

�� Results given via Results given via 
internet 1internet 1--2 days later2 days later
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Genetic Technology Genetic Technology 

in the Context in the Context 

of a of a 

Neoliberal SocietyNeoliberal Society
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Assisted Assisted 
Reproductive Reproductive 
TechnologyTechnology

and risk of and risk of 
women of color women of color 

being being 
CommodifiedCommodified
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Eggs and sperm of white, blondEggs and sperm of white, blond--haired, bluehaired, blue--
eyed, ivy league coeds is highly valuedeyed, ivy league coeds is highly valued
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““ Park avenue Park avenue 
fertility fertility 
clinicclinic’’ s s 
blunder blunder 

that left a that left a 
family family 

devastateddevastated””
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This is Next:This is Next:

NeoliberalismNeoliberalismand Genetic and Genetic 
TechnologiesTechnologies
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Intersections of OppressionIntersections of Oppression
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Techno-Market 
Eugenics

�� Buying & selling genetic enhancements Buying & selling genetic enhancements ----
marketmarket--driven race for driven race for ““enhancedenhanced”” genesgenes

�� Parents could feel compelled to obtain genetic Parents could feel compelled to obtain genetic 
““controlscontrols”” for their future childrenfor their future children

�� Criteria for Criteria for ““goodgood”” and and ““badbad”” genes and traits genes and traits 
would reflect political biases, almost certainly would reflect political biases, almost certainly 
those of economically, racially, socially and those of economically, racially, socially and 
gender privileged groupsgender privileged groups
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